
^JRISON THE SILENT.
cTAT-SMAN WHO KEEPS HIS OWN COUN.

AD SEL.

^WTINO HARD TO SER-ViTtIIE NATIOf W_LL,
W

n._ ORATIFYTNa I.ITT_E THE 4VB1-

OSITY OP VISITORS.

..»<»¦ * %AFFCKr^otner^ri.r-Lroft_r^^ the puLlic so forcibly sinco bs electlon aa

ftreomnlcto nbility to keep his own secrcts.

s Svnce dbout his Cabinet ana 1ns pohey ha.

?2 SS aa incramed taoitarnitf Uke Grant's,
"ho^litarv instinct loved sun>'ise, and shrank

:1 th. divulirence of an oubion before tho

22 fo BCtion haa arriv*d- tt_.«.l Harrison's

,» «_ lnn. and thoroigh poli-cal trnming.

£__*_-S_t a- a-** -«*»» »"<
, i,.vo been d)ing what they can toKiwTiaS^Ca^nH-d a successful Admin-

_t»_on But so far .he mask haa been iin-

tnabi- The Cabirtt problem is as great a

Tvstorr as ever. Tho* who get closcst to the

ficnerai'e -confldenro wll tell you that so fat as

_Tey knoW not a singk head of a Department has
wn chosen. Within a week tho Prosident-clect

bas been credited witl sayiug that he haa not yet

Jgentioned the name af a member of his Cabinet

to auv living man.
_

To keeo a secret O long and so completely, and.

.ainst such enoraous pressiire from the out-

Jde ba* be-a in iself a good-sized achievement.

Pjoboblv a tio.swd skllled politiciana have been

jjtte trvine for tic last three mooths to get somo

jdea of General Harrison's plans nnd purposes.

t ia s*ifo b> 6iV that not ono has gone away

from Indiantpoia rcally satisfied that ho knew

wything deflnie about the Cabinet or tho policy
«f the ncx*, Alministration. Ono nolitical pil-
trim has gottoi one hint, another another. Gen-

tralty the, hin->, put side by side, have scemed

eontradi-ctorv. '"d if the cxperts. ns a rule. hnve

eomparcd not* furtber they havo mournfully
agreed. in theJanguage of two discomtttcd New-
lork Stato Stntors who were here a month ago:
.* We are not>ig enough politicians to como out

lo Indianapos and make General Harrison's

Cabinet for bn."
_

Thero havebeen other vlsitors here. auesta Jn-
-lted by thelcneral. who might have been eup-

posed to shar his aecrets without a aucstion. but

who, apparcrJy. did not _et much furthcr into

tho mystery t the Cabinet than tho averatre ex-

perts Take for instance. the Vice-Prcsident-
elect Mr. Mton. and Senator Quov. Mr. and
|lrs. Morton amo to Indianapolis at the special
jnvitation of he Presidcnt-elect. and the two suc-

e*sful eandittos were thrown toecther for hours,
taking long nlks about the citr. or smoking and
ehatt;n_ quiiy ln the librarv at the Gencrnl's
House. Mr. lorton had iong proctised a suc-

cessful silencuind his relations with the coming
Adminit-tratio wero closc enoush, perhaps, to

Jastify anv efldences about tho Cabinet that
might have k*n offered. Yet. after a stay of

three davs. ts Vice-President-elect is known to

have gone nwr scarcely uny wiser as to General
Harrison's inbtions than when he came. At a

dinner party iNew-Yorl: sinee Chtistmas ha said

smilinglv to cwell-known New-York Reottblican
who has beemero within the week that he hnc
not been abloo seund the President-elect on his

ehoice for a nclc one of tho Cabinet Depart-
ments. Gencr Harrison has said recently that
no part of li Cabinet had been selccted then.
But it is f-fric.-nt of tho Preaident-elect'a do-
liberativeness nd caution that lullv flvo wecks
after the .lecth Mr- Morton could not act. as he

eonfesscd. evekn inkling of what General Harri¬
son's n_al decbn on the Cabinet auestion would
be. _

Senator Qn? toj, made the jonrney here from
"vV'ashincton i.Seicral Harrison's invitation. and
his talk witlthc President-clect. which lasted
about thrco ^u«. waa presumably cxhaustivc
and confldeif'. When he came down to the
New Denisov°tel- sufforing from a rackinic head-
»che. he s_/thc conferenco was " aatisfactory."
Just in wh/v,'avr ^ was satisfactory to the chair-
man of tir"at'onal Committee has never been

fullv «xpnet^- Confldcnce in tho succcss of

his efforf0 cct John Wanamaker. of Phila-
delphia. *° tne Cabinet haa increased since the
dav hcJ6 Indiananoiis. But. after all. rumors

havo bc crowdine back here from the Capital
avery (/ wceks that the l^ennsvlvania Scnator's
visit s*^C(^ i>othing. and that i^Lr. Quay himself
had w,DerP^ amonc his closest friends the secret

of his1 8uccess. A definite reoort to that elTcct
ha, fcO brouclt here within a few davs by the
M-jepublican who rcpeated Mr. Morton's good-
utufl remark.

_

I«all this mazo of uncertaintv as to tho
Cb»et there are stlll a few comforting guide-
pj for sDCCulatiou. General Harrison doe* oc-

jynally droD a hint that mav be taken at a

gfiinc valuation. He said last Monday. in two

Jirate talk. with the New-Vorkers who were

l^e, that lhe Emnire State could acarcely ex-

^t to get the Secretaryship of the Treasury.
hat great Department would m to the West. :>nd
aw-York would have to be satislicd with the
ienartment of War or of the Navy. It is a fair
leduction from this stateme it tliat the Secretary-
A\d oi State is to co to the East. perhaps to New-
Ingland. That would leav: one Department for
iJVrtnsylvania, one for the South. and two ad-

jditional ones for the West. with the chance of
tbree if the Deoartment of Aericulturc is raiaed

I ta the rank of tho other Departmcnts. A rough
.fness like this is. of course. all that is warranted
By tha present situation.

Arthur E. Bateman. ex-Commodore of tho
_Derican Yacht Club. banker. railroad man and
husthng p<,litician. w»s telling some cood stories
here last Monday in the intervals of his work for
Warncr Miiler. One of two uriven below Js at
Mr. Batemnn's own exoense: the other is at that.
af Senator John Sherman. Mr. Bateman was
one ot tho man.i_ers of Mr. Sherman's campaign
for tho lirpublican nomination in 1B80 and cot
to Chicazo soveral davs before the Nationnl Con-
vention was to meet. He was lookinir uiound
for headquarters and gettin^ ready generally for
a canvass of the dclcsations, when a dignificd
colore<l nmn, dressed in broadcloth and wearing
* bjgh silk hat, came into his rooms and intro¬
duced himself. The viaitot said be was a Mr.

»nk, one of th<; delegates from Arltausas. He
had u lot of other Southern delegntes, also colored,
down at a small hofcd, and they were going to
have a danco that night. The Arkansns man was
anxious to see tht dancc a auccess and was look-
ing for luitronago,

Mr. Bateman slipped into tha back room, took
ont a directory of tho deh.gates, and found a
Bamc correspondiug to his callcr's in the list from
Arkansas,

J'hat's right, keep 'em danclng," he sald, eom¬
lng back aguin. '" Here's a twenty-dollar bill.
Keep >m dancing till morning."' J
Mext day the Arkausas dclegate came around

and rej>orted a grow/ng interest among his friends
in Sherman's candidacy. They wero to have a
little e_;curs,o!i up tho lake that ovening and
tome more dancing. Another taranty-dolhw bill
went into the treasury of the e_ciirsiou *>arty.
There were three or four more plcusure trij>s dur
bg the wevk, and the Sherman booa v.;.s mak-
gg great j.rogre-^s. On,. day at heailqttnrters Mr.
Batemaa was introduoed to a aad-faced, .-lerical-
awkirM negro, a .h-l.-gate from Ark-Daaa The
tan.e tf thi stranger struck him as famillnr.
fc»ou don't mean to aav that you are 1><
.lat.k," he cx.-l ciiicd. - \.-ss)r, I hab dat honor,"ajphed the negro. ' Hjar am my credentials."
Tho creder.'-ials were all right. Mr. Bateman

a*v« _w the lietitious delegitto agam. Ho dia-.Bvered afterward that tbe flrat Mr. Blank waa
'¦* an Arkaiisan at all, but a smart Chleago

The seooBd t-ory also ha* to do with one ofbenator Bhaoiaa'fl eanvaraes. Mr. Bateman waa
b-,1."''0'" '." M'' "" r"r 0"(' of ,l,c Chieago con-»nnior<s Mi Mr. Sherman- interest nnd aaUesI with
rTt\Vi _! ht !>°B"»t<,r's house on his way to tho
Hilrortd Btation. M they got up to go after tbe«u\ the young banker jokingly commented on«" coaicuUoa clouhea, a auiucd ahjrt with aa

open bosom, a solt hat and a turn-down ooilar.
" You're maklng my husband look like a rcgu-lar nolitician, Senator," said Mrs. Bateman.
" Yes," added Batem_n himself, ¦ you ought

to get mo a blg diamond pin for mv shirt Iront
and then I would bo ready to dp bustness,"
There were several ladiea present, and the Senator
shook tis head warniugly, and then beckoned his
political agect aside.

" Bateman," said he. looklng the banker over
with all serlousnetw and a sllgbt tone of reproaoh,
* I don't think you really need that pin."

MONEY IN BASEBAI.L.
WEALTHY MANAGERS AND PDAYER&

RARE TALE8 OP A HARD-IIEADED CATCHER.
NOTES AND COMMENTS.

John B. Day, the popular presldent of the New'York
Baseball Club, bts been conflned to hlt houae by lllnett
for a week. His tlcknest resulted from overwork tnd
too cloae tftentlon to tho rarloua buslness vent_ros ln

which he Is Interested. Every friend of outdoor aports,
and espeeially baseball. trusu tha- tho rnllng aplrlt of
the Glants wlll qulckly recover b's usual good health.
Mr. Day hat probably done _*re to mako baseball

popular ln thla clty than any mtn ilvlng. JIo htt been

fortunate, too, ln many of hlt ventures and has made
a good dcal of money. Ho has also lost much money

ln trylng to help along faltering organliatlona. Ho Is

aaid to havo lott many thou«and dollars-pfrobably ln tho

n.lghborhood of S20,000-on the MetropoHtan clnb ln IU

latt year of exlttenco at a baseball nlne ln thlt clty. Mr.

Dty's regultr buslness lt that of a tobacoonlst, and by
close attenUon to thla calling ho haa made a fortune.

Probably no man It held In hlgher eateem ln the

baseball professlon than Mr. Day. Ho has alwaya been
tho players* friend, and dealgnlng mtnagera wlahlng to

mako rules which would work to the Injury or a player
alwaya found ln him an o.atlnate foe to their achoines.

Mr Day's physlclan has nrcscrlbed rest and a chango
ot tcene, aod, iccompanlcd by his friend. ex-Asaemblyman
Joteph Gordon, he wlll atart for Hot 8ixrlngs ln a few

daya Mr. Day lt an oTd-tlme ball pltyer himaojf. but

of tba allk-stocklng order. Ho was forme.Tly a pltchcr
of aome aklll. Next to baseball, the prcaldent of the

Champtons llkes bowllnsr. He ls one of tho beat tma-

teur bowltrs in tho clty and is an enthuatattio member

of ooo of the Harlem cluba. Mr. Day can alto knock

the bllllsrd ballt around wlth contldertblo tkilL In

tho Nttlanal Baseball Loaguo hlt name 1« always prom-

tnent, and lf be dealrod an offlco he eould havo any one

la the glft ot that organl.atlon.
Chrlt Von der Ahe, ln Astrachan overeoat and aetl-

tkln eap. has frequently ot late been a conspicuous flgura
ln th« corrldora of the Grand Central TtolfL Ho apraka
wlth a ttrong German twang. and Is to Uberal In hm dcal-

ing. that there it always grett Joy among tho waKer-. of

the houl when 11 becomea known that ho has telegraphrd
ahead for rooma Von der Aho la the owner of tho St.

Louis club. and It ono of tho pecullar Ugure-s In baseball.

Hla club haa won tho champlonshlp of tho Aasoclation to

frequenUv. thtt the pennant it no lnnger a novelty In SU

Louis. His tetm laat year waa generally ratffld a tblrd-

claaa one. and yet lt won tho penntnt eaally. Other club-

ownert Joko at Von der Ahe'a peculltritles, but tho wlly
Gtrman takea the Jeers goodnaturedly. Ha pays them

back for their lnaolence In hla own pecullar w_y. About

ten yeara ano Von der Ahe atartcd ln bualneaa In St Louia

wtth a keg of beer aud a few glasaee. Ho act up butlneaa

ln a llttle thed near the baacball park. and In threo yeara

owned tho club and grounda. and ono of the best paylng
betrshops ln tho West. Now ho owna blocks of houscs In

St. Louis tnd ls also a power ln local poltUcs. In vlew

ot hlt execaalvo ltboraltty. hl. lump to weatth It re-

markable. It he has moro than he wantt. he would juat

at soon tharo a quart boUle of champtgne wlth the hall-

boy at wlth the rnnee of Walet.

The wrlter walked Into a downtown bllliBrdroom the

other -BT and found Wllllan Holbert, tho catcher, and

ex Manatrer Harry Spence. of the Indlsnapofl* club. knork-

lng the 'vory balia abot.t tho groen a-U-tailNl table.

When tlie game was Onlthed they began to fllwutw the

Nstlonal game. as enthualasts wlll when they come lo-

.. Catchln* to-day aln't what tt used to be." sold tbe

veteran Holbert. " atthough It is hard enough now.

When I flrst began eatehlng In '78 wo dld not hsve thote

..'. padded plllowa to put on our hands, as they do now.

Wby. after a game In thoao days my hand» would be

swollen up to twlce their natural alre. whlle tho palm
and back of tho hand wouid bo blue and black and ao

numb that I would not have felt lt If you had chopped
lt off wlth a hatcVt. Why, In thoao daya my handa

would becomo perfoctly numb after tha seeond Innlng, and

after that I would catch meehanlcally. actually not feellng
the ball when It struck my handa."

" lt Is fortunate." sugjrettod Spence. ¦ that they dld
not have auch speedy pltchera ln those days aa Crane.
the Giant's thunderbolt"

" Tea. but they dld," aala Holbert. " I waa playlng
in tho Loulavllle club In '70 and caught for Jlm Dcvlln.
Dcvlln waa then in hla prlme ana sent a ball «.vcr M-
plate wlth Jutt as much speed aa Crano doea now. Ho
waa a Kood pitchor. ono of tbe beat thla country hae, ever

produccd. In my doren years a. a profoselonal player I
waa never knocked out but once, aod that waa ln a rather
pecullar way, the aecldent wlnnlnc ua ono of the beat
gamei on rccord. It was the flrst. year I pSaycd rh.-r.-.
and the game waa wlth the Clnelnnatl club, the deadlieat
of enemlea of the Loul.vllle nlne. It waa In tho tenth
lnnlng wlth tho acoro at 0 to 0. Devlin pttehed an ap-
parently alow ' hoop' ball to the batter, and a f_ul tlp re-

tulted. Tho ball ttruck me ln tho mlddle ot tho forehead.
and I fcll over uncontclout. The hall after atriklng me

bounded hlsh Into tho alr, and Dcvlln ran up and raught
lt, retlring the alde. We got the wlnning run ln the next
lnnlng. eapturing the eame by 7 to 0. I waa kuock.-d
down hy a foul lip onco when playlng wlth tho old Meta,
but it dld not hurt mo much. It waa ln 1884. and the
Glantt* great p!tch"r. Tlmotby Keefc, waa in tho box.
By the way, I was agaln pltted agalnat the PorkopoMtana.
Keefe put one of hlt apeedy curvc. over the plate, and the
foul Up which rcaulted hlt mo ln tho head. Tbe ball
bounded Into the alr. and Eaterbrook, who waa then play¬
lng thlrd-baae for the Mctropolltans, caught tho ball bc-
for>- It touched the ground aud reiired the player."

If all clubt had as many wine headt as the NewT*ork
Club. tbere would be loae trouble btwren player. and
clubt. Mott of the old pltyert of tho New-York nlno
tro woll-to-do flnanclaJly. A person famlllar wlth the
men aaya they are worth anywh»ro from S5,000 to

S40.000 each. Keefe tnd Rlrhardaon tre pltyert any
Club mlght be proud or. Each has lald by a goodly por-
;ion of a handtoma salary for aeveral yeara. IUchardan*
la a member of tho dry-gooda flrm of Sh.-an. Dean a Co.,
of Elmlra, and may yet be a merchant prince. Keefo
wlU abortly open a aportlng gooda atore in Broadway.
If aome of the many playera who put money In liquor-
ttoret would follow the good example. of Keefe and
"Danny," the ptofeation would be better off. It lt a
alngular fact that out of tho tcore or more of well-known
playera who have opened llquor-atoret, not ono haa met
wlth much tuccesa. Baseball and whltkey neyer have
gone well togetber, and never wlll.

NOTES AND COMMENTS. ,

The Brooklyn players wlll do lett gymnatlum work
thlt apring than uauaL.

It la ttill undeclded whether the Glanta<wl!l be .ken
to Cuba or not next month.

Wagenhumt may make a good player. but few people
think 'that he will ever be a Ward. WilBamton, Denny,
Smlth or Wite.

Tbe Staten Ialand Club may wlah It never aaw Catcher
Carr. The Naaaau club certalnly dld. t'arr racclvcd
S- a game when playlng with the "Indlana."

Superlntendent Hell, of th'*. Polo Grounda, offielatea a.
manager of the Giant. durlng the tlme that .Manager Mutrie
wa. in IJermuda about three y«ara ago. Onu of hla offlcial
acla wa. to glvo "Tom" Deaaley a -cvwr<» thr:i«hinK aod
when he _ot through fined Deaaley S-00 for Insubordlna-
tlon. Hell I. aaid to be tho only managrr who ever
got tho aset of lhat erratlc catcher.

The Brooklyn playere wlll report for duty between
March 15 and 23. The men wlll tako their early practlce
on *_. I'artde Grounda at Prospert Park, Brooklyn.

Timothy Koefe haa property in Cambrldge valued at
S80.000. He hat a comfortablo sum ln tho bank, be-
alde-. It may apoll the effeet, but it I. neverthrtcss true,
that ho dld not mako all hia money out of baseball. He
Inhcrlted about half ot lt.

The realdent playera in Brooklyn bav« takon fo bicyolo
rlding wlth a vengeanee. Generally a «pln through
Proapeet Park it taken, but occatlonalrjr Torry and
Buahong tend their tteel tteedt clesr to Coney Itland
and btck.

The Amerlcan Aaaoclatlon haa wltcly determlned to
dlacontlnue lta ape.lul meetlnga. Thn atighieat pretext
waa t.fflclent to cauae ths calling of one of theae mett-
Inga. They were not only useleaa, but co*tlv.

Clarke and Smlth aro the only two Brooklyn playera
not .igned. A allght dlffereDco about aalary la the
.roublB.

Not only "Mutrie, but Keofe, thlnkt that Crtne Ib the
corolng pfteher of tho country. Vn&et tho now rulet
Oanr'a terrtuc apoed ln pitchlng wlll wln many a gama
for the champlana.
¦_.,,at0«1d lt not the only fleldcr in the eouniry who
thlnks he i. a pltch.-r. Tho an.blflon <.f nt-aiir every
flcid.r la tot« a pitcher, aud iiln«-tenlha of th.-in-thlnk
taey are andltoovynyi phennmcnoiia

SOME 1MPER1AL CHILDBEN.

From Llttle Folks Magazlne.
"When Prince Henry of Prtis.la vti a llttle boy,he hat a grett dl-llke lo Mi_ thovn.- -a'h which he

waa expected to take every moriiUw,', and wa. often
very tli-some about |t. At laat fhe attendant com-
plartied to hh father, who ta then Crown Prince. and
afterwaeil became Uio Kinperor Frederlek. Now,
the Crown Prince hajiponed io know that hl. llttle aon
took qulte as much delight ln teelng tbe aoMlera pre¬
sent arrns la him ». .-.. ;.;|!<,, >uiiy tblnks ho vnuld;
to he gave two now ordert that day ; one wa- th.t tho
guards were not to talute l*i1nee Henry, the ..ther was
tbat the boy unsl not bavo hla show«*r bath. Ae.
r-nitllnply the nexr mornT-g tba llttle Prince ww sur-
prl«-»(t and charmed t() flnd that tbe motnent he began
fruublfai alxiut ihe bath he va< foiil lhat he couM
plea_o hlratielf as to whether ho fook lt. nr not. Of
roiiiv he preferred to leave it alone. asvl a-. man ...

h». waa die-ted he scampererl down to tho park, ami
then to the guard houae, as usual. To k- great
an.axement. the toldlert temk no more notlon of hlin
than If ho had boen a llttle strcet boy.. XHghly li>

!"/?;.*¦?*. Vriooo Henry ran to hls father to eoroplalv.
Oh I' replled the latter. . how can you expect the

soldl»rs to respeet a ulrty unwashed prince J ' A
cf.ubby little yonngster who had declared that lt was
hls oplnlon that prince* could do exactly as Uiey
llked, when they llkcd, and Indeed had ranttered
snmothlng about chopplng off people's hcad», t-.e. nie.l
t« think thls was qulte a new way of treatlng
a prince. Tha prince took hls bath without a word
next morning. so that the soldlars might rcspeot hlm
and soluto hlm again."

The.ro ls also an amuslng story about tho little
Crown Prince,, who Is now nearly .even years old.
"When he was slx, ho was glven a bedroom 'o kltn-
self, instead of sleepltig ln the nursery ; and what do
yon think he sald when he was flrst taken to hls new
room ? ' Oh that Is nloe; now I need not be wltn tho
ehlldren any more!' llo seeraed a manly little fellow,
lor he cnniplalned one day It ls very unplea«ant to
havo to go ont wlth the poverness, bccaiiEO she could
not march at all, and ho could not keep «,top wlth her.
Tt.en ho ndded, very serlously. that he was qulto sura
that she would never make a soldler."

The Crown Prince and hr* three brothers.Frederlck.
Adalbert. and Augustus Wllllam, aced respeetlvelyflve years, four years and nearly two years.love to
Play at snldleia. They have a splendld oolleotlon of
tin snldfers, horses, guns, and fortresses. and an old
soldler who fought n.any a re.l battlo' teaehes them
how to flrlll them all. and how to flght wlth them.
Tho foldler* are p_nted llko the dllToront reglrients.
and tho three elde-t boys aro dressed ln unlform whon
they play wlth them. They <lo not ro to sehool.
but they have a klnd rntor, ITerr Kchul.art, who has
taught the two eldesf to rea¦' and wrire. In tho
aiimtner of iRafl the Prinoes had a dellghtfnl hollday
wlth thelr mother at a beautlful place called Oherhof.
In tho great forest 0f Thutlngla. A little fortress
waa bullt for them ln the corner of the garden- wlth s
tent and two small guns. The three cldest Pvlnres,
who were dressed m% oiflrjsr*, psraded In front of the
fort. Then, whlle the Crown Prince heat the rtr.im.
the two young ones marehed past. commanded by an
old soldler, who taught them how to attack and de-
r>nd the fort. The other Mttln prince, who was only
about a year and a half old, was dresseil In whlte.
wlth a tlny helmet on hls head. He looked on *t
hla nnrse's side. and elapned hls hands wlth del'cht
a. he saw hls brothers plavtnir. When little Pilnce
Wlllism's grandfathor dled.'ho asked at onoe. "Dld
grandpapa take hls sword wlth hlm?" snd when he
was taken lnto the room where the Emperor l»y he
sald: " Ah! that*. right; ho always atrrles hH
sword wherevar ho goes. I am glad ho dld not
leavo It behlnd."

_________________

SOME THEA TBICALPEOPLE.
TTTF, CORT OF A GREAT Pt,AT.

Abbey, Schoeffal Orau erpended a_fl,000 ln fhe
produetlon of '* Antony and Cleopafra"* at Palmer*.
Theatre. Tho eost of such srenery as that of

Cleopatra*. pal.ee Is cnormons, to say nothlng of the
rostumes wom by the leadlng eharaeters. The publlc
lovo to see a play well mounted. Many persons
who care Ilttlo for theattieals are regular attendants
at the theatres about town. They go to see the stage
settlngs, to crltlctse or admtre tha pletnres palntcd by
such artlsts as Pblllp Ooateher, C. W. Wltham and
Harlcy Merry. Much of the best srenery used here
Is lmported. Managers say that they can save

money by gettlng lt abroad. Put preclous Ilttlo lm-

portod ccenery goea on tho stap-n of the Metropolltan
Opera House. Dlrector Stanton stands by hls palnters
and keepn a large BtafT busy at great expense.

Rlchard flarbor retlred temporarlly frora the stage
management of Ihe Caslno last nlght to sreept an en-

gagement wlth Mrs. I.angtry, at the Flftl. Avenue
Theatre, where ho wlll superlntcnd the produetlon of
¦ Macheth." After tho curtaln had been rung down for
lhe last tlme on "The Veomen of the liu.rd" the com¬

pany gathercd amiind Mr. Ilarke;- to present hlm,
through Minager Aronson, wlth a handsome travclllng
bae and bld hlm godspoed. Tho bag rontalned every
little eonveiilence that a man should n»*ed on a Journey,
and a gr.ll plste on the sklo boro thls Inscrlptlon:
I'resente.l lo Rlchard Itarker, esq., by the mansre-

men*, aitli's and cl.orus of Ihe lludolph Aronscn
Caslno open* companles, as a testlmonlal of re.iect
for hls efforts In Ihe produetlon oi *Tho
Veomen of tho Oua.il': January 10. tasO"' Mr.
Ilarker came hero (nmi Fn.land to brlng ont " F.r-
n.lt.le," and remaliied to lo<ik after * NadJ." and "The
Veomen. .

_

Dlon Bonclcaulfs heart ls yonng stlll, but old

age his Its grlp on hls face and llgure. Tho should.,rs
l)egln to stoop, the sllken halr la whlte as the drlven

snow, and the ilttlo worrles aud annoyanees of
a long llfe may be eountel In the crow&fact around
hls eyes. He deslre. to sell hls plsys bec.use he
Ib tlrod of barnstonnlng, and wants to settle down
and devote hls remalnltig years to fhe sehool of artlng
at tho Madlson Square Thealrc. Though not bavlng
forsworn tho stage, It Is not llkely th.t ho will return

to It, yet lt ls sald that even now he l* writlng a

new play, ln whlch he wlll appear In publlo for the
last tlmo, to say farewell. Mr. Itouclc.ult belleves
that there Is a great deal of money to be made out

of the plays he Intends to sell as soon aa Henry K.
Walton can bo put out of the way. Whlle he

produecd Ihern he reallrcl over f*l._:.0,000 out ol
them, and he thli.bs that some younger man ahe_M
tako hold and reap another aat**TBt The prlc« set

on Iho plays l« »1._(X) apl.ee. If any young artor
thlnks ho can make a flrstr|a*< Conn. her. Is an

opportunlty to plrk up "The shaughratin."* Ilut It

ls not llkely th.t the Mago wlll produco another Conn
llko Douclcault hlipself.
Memben of the tl.eatrlcal profeMlon who havo

taken notlce of tho matter are agreed that Ihe strango
rondurt o| John A. Markay In runnlng sway from " A
Ni.l.le |N" ws.B the tvs.ilt of a bad eas*> of stags
frlght, as Intlmsted In The Trll.une Ihe niorulng after
hls dlssppearauco. M.kay's n.cie>- vni '¦

boardlng house a day or two ago and had hls trunk
lemoved to her home ln lirooklyn, where tho alleprd
actor ls now suppo-i-d i.> ha OUb. Msl sl.lcr _MM
than Maekay have suir.-iv.l from stage frlcht, ht.t l.
not on reeord that any rver c>ca|KN| the m*l-<ls l.v
ylelding to so shabby a trlck BB he played on hls
manager and the members of hl- rnnipwiy eng.sel t..

hlm. Pr,.l.sl,ly t.e |j, ..1 hls |_ t chsucn
as a'^tar." An easy vlcilm to 'tsgo frlghi ls. won

dcrful to tell, the v.teran .lohn f.llbert. In the lan-
guago of one of hls in." _l_t.1 fsdmlrers, Mr Oflbesi
has been playlng Slr Petor T>aile for rMes-f a cent
ury, yet on oeeBOjeM i,e l.s, bBN -¦> ,lUr.,n,-re,| |,\
iho persistent gazo of a pei-son on the at.ge or In tho
audlence as to forget hls llnes. Ilenry B,
Kulfors ln the same way, aud ev.n I_wrence llartett
bas been known to ba.ltBH llnough cmlurrasstuetit
from one causc or another.

M..s. UAMBMMOX't QOOD TASTE.
From The New-Vork s.iu.

Mr-. Ilatilsou has fii.ni lhe, very st.it defermlned
that sl.e BroaM keej. ber part oi Ibe Adminl.trmtlon
entirely clear from poinirs. Dar Invariabla reply t«.
Ibe bnadreds who nave wrltten s..)|.|,ing her iaflu
ence for some BppolnUne.I l.as been that. she l..i.l
DOlblng to .lo wlll. polllles or ofllres. ho far >s ltl.
soclal ohllgatlons lii.p. se<l ujmm i. i.\ the ofliclul
posltlon of her husband ai^S eoacerned, they wlll he
srr.i|.i.|ouslv fulttlle'i witho.it regsrd lo personal feel-
Ing. lf 'l.e has .ny peiiwinal llkes or (IMiirs tl.ey
will I... exMClaad oui»luo of the rango of her oilldal
¦orlal d.itl.s.

It Is the same wlth th* wlne que«f|nn, the bustlo
question, and a scure of other questions upon one »l<lo
or other of whlrh Miw. Harrison's Influenee ln «.,n

tlnually belng sougl.t. " It waa not I tha! tlie people
el.-ct...| Pre-Me....'' SB. P'.t It one.', '. t.nt t:,.- (J«n«r_
I .lon't proj.oM- io -.i up a. the WTblta lioiua as a
dictato! of nanner. or esstona lf ho w.nts wine
on the table, Of If !' seems to be lircessary fur lhe
fiilfllinent of our obllpailons to ofllclal gUMts. II shall
be tbeta. Hl pe|s.oual f'-.llngs about u havo nothlng
... ,l.i wlth tho uihtlcr. Aiul as lo hustlea, wl.v. II
H_M 1h.II.-n v.aiil lo wi'tr tl.er.i, thev eat. <|.. It. I'ii,
But-. and If otbers don'l want thom, why, thoy neo-In't;
it's none of ii.v baataaas alther wav."

Tho danrltig question ls another wlth whlch the
women lafonners hare beep trjiug to worry tim wif..
of tb. I'l'. Mirlenl-elect, but she won't have anythlng
to do with ihai either. I'ersonally, sho llkes to danr<>,
and she wlll daaee wlienev.r she feels like It. Other
peojile, she kays, are at llberty lo datire or not, Just
bs tli.-y please.

"ne pecullar development of Mrs. HarriBon*. Inde-
pendence of i-hararter Is a dlsllke to be ropled after
or m%<le to set a fashlon ln dre.s or n.annci. lu. Nplto
of hereett If slm gets an Idea thal women aw wear-
Ing tbelr halr ln a certaln way or draping thelr shlrts
af.er a eertaln fashlon Just becau.e she io« II, stio
gets pmvoked, aud changr* lhe stylo of her halr oi
her sklrts al once. There will bo no faNhlons set
from tho Whlte House whlle ahe ls there. It |s sald
lhat recently a halr dresslng establlshinen' lu the
East s.M.i two woiiien here ostenslblj to naaa iiionc\
ou' of tbo rush ..f buslt.oss al tb" tlme of the ij.,v
ernor's ball an.l othe* <.<lal atTalrs, but realiy to Und
out how Mrs. llanlMin and tho ladies of the IiarrlKou
famlly dressed thelr halr, so as to get up somo now
style lo he calleo the " A la Harrison." Tb, v Wttt
liallle.l th-eausf. Mt-.. Ilairlsoti dliln't ae«;m to have anv
psrtlrular Btvle of dMBBlag her halr. but put lt upIn ilifferent ways, aa bappcne/1 to Mrlio her fancy, but
nover ln a pecullar or orlglnal fashlon.

-?

KTARLB 1X8PECTWX DESIBABLP*
From The Poston Post.
A certaln get.tlomaii whose slable ls sltuated at

SOtne dlstaiien from hl* hons- havlng oecakloti to gothere. a verv rare iKi'iirrenre v.-,th l.ltn, was aur
prlsed lo flnd a Rirant'e horae Ivli.k' lomfortsbly ln
one of the slalls aiul a her.ll,' ln tihe eartlage looni
< heek hy Jowl wlth hls brougham. .'ohr. Coachman,h. ing called 01*0*1 for an cxplaii-iloti, dlaplayed M
lllfle embanassttient, but finally .K.ertiii that tho
Intnidlng property belonged to a co.mln, who had
lake.i tho lilterly of leavlng It ln hls cnargo for a
l.w hours whlle ho et.gaged aceonimiMlatlons olse-
where. My filend siispeete.l thnt ti.er.. was rnoreliehlod, and learned hy Ir.qulrv th.t the hcrdle and
II.e horse lia.l l.,-n hi-pt uii hls premlMti, aud at hls
expeott for a tnoi.th or fclx weeks. The .Irlvei, belng
a nlghthawh, weni out wlth hls cal> after dark am)
reiurned In Ihe small hour* of the morni-jr, so that
but vory few people had soen lhe plratleal fitrnout
enierlng or leavlng the atablc. TliU, .. dou5; i%
au extromo easo, but trhe man who n«ver or veryseldom KisperlB hls own hnrse. In thelr quarter. need
But be aurprlsed If all <!».." '«>t K" well there.

A Prudent Mother..Clara.Mother, Juat think of
Mother-What is lf. ni.v daughi.r'
'.. harles has Insured bU Ufo for my beneflt for

ts-O.OOO."
.. He h_» ? Well. now, my daughter. Uiere ls nolnnger any objection t<> your making hlm that aaaalcako you havo boon talklog about."-(Texas SlfUuzs.

WIRES AND THEIR DANGER.
SOME TALKS ABOUT THE RISKS FROM ELEC-

TRIC UGHTS.

OPINTON8 EXPREHSFD BY EXPERWNCED M»N
1-s'TERKIsTF.D iy THB VARIOUS BRANCHB8
OF THF. 8UBJKCT.HOW IT AFFBCTS IN-

STJRANCB COMPANIF*. i
The rapld spread of the sytfem of electrlo llght¬lng, and Its adapfatlon ta tho noeds of small houses

*» well as great, have resulted In IU Introdiictlon
Into many dwollings, holels and publio buildings In
thls and other eltles. Whllo no ono dltpntos fhe
convenlonce of tho electrlc llght, and while every
one concedes that lt posscss** many advantages over
Rbs, |t la ttlll an Interesting questlon whother Its
adopllon hat not Incressed tho drnger of flre. Those
who havo any knowledge nt eloetriclty are awaro
that |f |is ntes aro many irs perlls are also many,
and that firo may result from dofectlvo lntulatlon,
tho erosslng of wlres aml Ihe formaflon of short
cirrnita. jt mhst be taid, howover, that there Is a
marked dlvorslty of oplnloa of the rlsk run by ihoso
who uso tho electrlo llght. Somo exports are strong
ln the bollcf tbat tho dangor of flre ls greatly in.
ereased by it. othors aro nf the oplnlon that Its
dangers are mnch exaggerated. They hold that the
|MM_r|_a_ dlctated by prudonoo or requtred by law
are qnlio sufficlent, aml that when due attention ls
jglvon to the work and proper Insulstlon gectired
there Is no more danger, and Indeed, not go much, ln
electrlo llghtlng aa In llghtlng by gas.

ln onler to gain somo knowledge on the aubject
from those whose oplnlons wero worth telllng, a
Trlbune reporter the oth«r day called on a number
of electrlcal experts, offlclals ot the flre departmeut
and Instiranre men.
AMONG FIXTURR MEN AND ELKCTRICIAN9.

The flrst vltlted was tho auperintend-nt of one
of the largeat faetorlea ot gas and electrlo llght
flxttirefl ln ths elty, whose practlcal and theoretleal
knowledge ot the subject glve hla oplntom unusual
weight. " I wish to lntroduee my remarks," he sald,
" wlth the general s'etrment that proper lntulatlon
and careful work wlll obvlato the danger almost en-

tlrely, but wlthout thls the olectrie llght ls undoubtedly
the e.urce of flre and ln varlous waya. By the abra-
slon of wlres ln fhe bullding Itself or by a elreult
cansed by the wlre comlng In eontact wlth elther
a gaa plpe or a water pipe, a flre cao bo started tn
tho walls of a house which mlght mafee eonslderable
hea/lway before belng dlscovered. For inttanee, If a

nall It drtven Into a wlre In the baaement, and a seeond
nall pleree tho opposlte wlre on the thlrd ttory,
a ihort clrcuit mlght be formed which would retult
as stated.

" That remtndt me that few of elther the electrlelans
or tho ltymrn realir.e Ihe fact thar, tn or.ler property
to govern the agent which they are handllng, at¬
tention must be pald to tho mlnute drtalls. To
lllnstrate: a connectlon made by means of a screw or

blndlng post, as it It technlctny called, unless tcrowed
tlghtly and fully blndlng upon the wlre, would cause

an are and heatlng of the wlres. If thls snrplut heat
aml reshtance to the current are not promptly taken
up by the devlce called a 'eut-out,' or Bafety plug,
a flre wlll result.

" Another soures of danger, and one which I have
known to cause at least ono flro on the east slde ot the

town, Is where nnused wlres on a bullding have not
been pn.perly Insiilated at rh". polnt of exlt. Cotnlng
close together, they formed an are and set flre to the
woodwork I'at-tlriilar caro should be taken to Insn-
lato the wlres at tho polnt nf entranee to the bullding.
bcratiw*. If tbe wlres are expoted at or near ihe. polnt
v. h.-re thev ent..| ihe room, a heavy raln or drlpplng
water falllng upon tbe spaeo between two wlres,
would agaln cause arf are, which Is always Uio «ource

of great danger. I htve aLso known much trouble- to

occur when tl.<< an- Ii.ht ctnrent was used, by means

of a convcrter, to supply tnrandescent lampe. The
danger It Inrreased by the potslblllty ot one w|n» fall¬
lng upon another, outsldo of and perhapt at toma dlt-
taneo from the bullding, which ean be trcAiblesome at
the wcak polnts irisiile of the butUlng. The same

general lawt apply lo fixtures placed to convey tho
wlres to tho lampt, There thoald bo a generotis wlre-
way, to that ihe wlres wlll be in no dangr ot belng
abraded or severed.

" All conneetloni. thould be earefully tnldered and
tapped. Whero tblt U not posslble. and blndlng
po-u are u»*.l. they nl.ould be flrmly scrowed down.
All fixtures should be provided wlth eul-outs or

tafefy plugs, sufflclontly sensltlve to any trouble eauted
wlthin th- IllaiS or at the soekot or In the latnp.
If th" fixtures are attarhed to tlie gat plpe, they thould
be carefully Insulatcd from fhe gas sytfem. Thls
It equally true where- the flxiurcs are conneoted wlth
the Ironwork ot a bulldltig, at unlett this pirrautlon
ls taken, arcs are certaln to result, and consoquently,
flres. A great field for Inventor* tt open to devlee a

way nf riinnlng electrlc wlres Into heti.es whlcb wlll
bo a. tafo as gaa plp-s. There ls at present eoti.tant

danger of Injuiy to Uie wlres Intldo of platfered walls
and eelllnt-."

INCIIM'.NTN RFT.ATF.D BY an F.f.F.CTRICIAN.
Sald the eleclrlrlan of one of tbe prom'nent Rroad

wav llrms " RtM oir >,f ten of the flre* which artso
fr.m the elerltle llghls ar«> il'i'' to MSSttVS Insiilali.in
..t l.iiuieil work. Not a gtcat whlle sinro Ihero wat
a flre lu tho I'tilun Cta_ llnuse, tbe rrtult of
poor Iti-iilatloii. piol..il,i\ runse.1 through dampnesi ln
th- wall-. I l.iu.w ..f arSOtfe-t, w!,l<h wa* eauted bv
a raf eatlng otT rhe |ii»iiI.ih>ii from the wlre. Iho
clrcuit was then formed wlth Ihe water-maln, an.l

1 the flre. In I..muI,.ii lh* elcclrlc wlres aro al]
under ground and co\ere<l wlth a nibber rnmpouiid.
Thero Is a pecullar llttle lii-ect Ihern which llvcs upon
thls rul.lM-r. \Mren the mjury wat flrst nntleed, It
was Mipj.ixed that decomposltlon had set in. flnt
examlnation of the siotniich <if the inscct showed partl
rlrs of undlge ti.l n_-__r, wl.l.h elearly proved the
cause of the defectlve Insnlatien. A nuBiber of flres
rcrtiilted In rnnsr'(ucnce. Tempornry connectlon was
mado between UM .-lectilr llgh' wlre and telegraph
wlre, flilng the boxes ln the olTlee.

"It lt a dlflleiiit problom. of -ottrto, to provk**
agalntt such aecidents, btil petfect Insulalli.u wouhl do
to. A few years ago. In the ptittlng of an Incandes
cent lamp up«n a chatnleller, the wlre became heared,
tettlng flre to Iho insiiiutiuti, whlcb was of an Inflam
Blil charaete,' a-, ot course, |f t.ouhl not be-herausa
of a hhort elreult In tlie lamp holdcr, aml tho flarae
ached the celllng. Fortimafely no tlamago orenrred

further than scorchlng the nionldlng of the celllng.
BttSfe accldenu do not nccur so easlly now, becatise of
th- Ituproved appllaneet. Swftchcs or rosettes of
porcelaln aro now mado to prevent thlB.
'

1 -.f.r.CTRIC ( L'KI'.I.NTS AND _-b_-_t_1VO.
¦no people thlnk thar the pretenro of electrlc llght

wlres In a house U more eonduolve to flre, becatise
ot a suppoted attracllng power for llghtnlng. Tliis,
however, ls not tho case, as there ls no afllnlty be¬
tween an eioctrle current and a dhwharge nf llghtnlng.
Krom thls them ls lilflo danger. There Is ono tblng
neede.l, aod that Is an absolutely flre-i-eslstIng corer-

Ing for lntulatlon. We havo not reachtd perfeetlon
ln thlt dlrecflon, and thSN ls a great fleld open to In-
\.tifort. All ordlnary ob«crvert wlll notlce along the
aveniies shredt or rags hanglng from fho overbead
wlret, exposlng tlie hare metal. Thls mlght easlly
form an opportunlty for a erott connectlon wlth other
wlret or a grounded fltture and be dangerout to llf*
or property ln Ihe nolghborhood.

" It It the place of Ihe eleefrlcal eontractor to ten

that no bolf-hcadt or nalls or othor eintslllo sub-
ttancea whlcb mlght posslbly lead to false conUct
am present. 1 recall an Intlauee wherS a servant
glrl felt an electrlc shock whon turnlng on the water.

Upon Investlgatlon, It was found that dampnesi had
dettroyed the Insulatlon and tho wlre eame In con

tact wlth fhe water-maln. Flre mlght have retulred
had It not been dlscovered. Tho arehlteet. If made
li. understand lhat tho house wlll be llghted by elee-

trlrlty, ean piecltnlo many posslbllltles of danger by
aitanglng bls plans aeconllngly. There ls one tblng
which N somotlmet overlookod. Water wlll quench
any flre, but where flre Is the retult of electrlelty
pourlng water upon the polnt of gcneiatlon wlll have
no effect. In fact. where the porentlal ls very strong
lt mlght Increaae tho forco of the flre. The mott ef-
frdual way ls to cut the llvo vrlrw wlih a palr of
'riittlng plyers' having Intulaled handlet. If wlres
happen to be In a damp wall, Ibere ls llttle telllng
what fhey mlght not come ln conlact wlth. now.
ever. if the work la projerly done under tho tnper-

vltlon of competent persons. the chances for eloctrlo
clrrults aro remole."
VIKWS OF AN ARCMITKCT AND A DF-JIONER.
htwiford Whlte. the arcliltect, belleved fhe possl-

blllty of danger to be sllght. " Tbat comet," ho sald,
b from eontact aml tbe wlres eatohltig flre. It ean be

avolded by to Inclotlng the wlres that If they e.atch

flre tbey wlll burn themsolvet out wlthout Injury to

ihe turronndtng work. Tho ordlnary practlce of hold-

Ing wlret in a wood moiildlng obvlatea thls to a cer¬

taln extent. bnt a mticb tarer way Is tbat of placlng
-iret ln a non-eombuttlblc materlal. such at paplor
mache. A house pn.perly wlred In some tuch way.

wlth necersary 'cufofft' and twltches, would be, In

IMV aMM. always tafe from any danrc"f. ".*-
r,rtaii.lv qulte as ,.ueh m. as tho ordlnay Plp**'^1"":
Tt.ei- U no reaaou w hy tho law -bould not rfp^iein
the lrifiMlMction of electrlo llght In auch a way bb io

inture abtolute tafely." .
__ ymA

A well known deela-er of ttls clfr. wbst haa had
much CMCrteace m aUac._lns.eHcnia.U-_t «wm.

U> the wlres. was not so sabguloe. "Too mueh care.**ne said. -cannot be taken ln wlring houses for eleetrlopiirposea. CnlesB great precautlon U used tfhrouah-
uu. the country lo thls respect many accldents wllloecur u |« tnie the people cannot be educatod to.iis at once. I do not think that there Is much
i."prr..ln lKine«ho eleetrlo wlte*. If the wlrlng sndin«u atlon an. done property and oarefully, an.l not
hurrl.clly ,.. ,,nde,r press.iro. jn thl. way much badPOT resuit. and flres wlll follow necesRaiily."

AMONG THE INSURANCE MEN.
E. R. Konnody, of tb. flrm of Wced <t Kennedy.

flre tinderwrtfers, was atkrd to ex press hl* vlews
snd to give somo ot bis experlences of flres whieh
bad been reported to havo orlglnatcd from electrid'y
by reason of the wlres eomlng In oonfact with metals
In pl_ees whera fl.o lnsr.ls.tlng cover was worn away,
and th.is causlng combustion of any Inflammablo ma¬
terial ln closo proxlmlfy to sueh polnta. Mr. Ken¬
nedy said: -The eleetrlo llght or, Indeed, any other
eleetrlo wlres do not necessarlly Increase the risk
of Insurance lf the equipment U put. lnto tho building
and protected under tho propor niles and regulatlonsof tho Flre Cnd.rwriters' Assoclatlon. If proper
care Is fakon to Insuro Insulatlon tha eleetrlo llght
will bo less dangorous than gas. Cndoubtedly a
good many flre. havo been startod from electric llght
wlres, but In most of tho easc. whlch oceur to mo fhe
accldents whlch have been the eauses of flres are not
llkely to ociir again, owlng to tlie great lmprovement
ln tbe equipment whlch all the eleetrlo lightlng com¬
panles of rocogulied raspectablllty are now infroduc-
lug.
"When the Prodnce Exchange was opened, tho

flxtures for lllumlnatlng purpoiea were what wo call
combination, that Is for both gaa and electrtclty, and
the wlres ran ln contact wlth tho brass flxtures.
After Ihe flre whlch occurrtd In that building somo
two years ago, I saw a portlon ol one of the gas
flxtures whore an abrasTon ol tho Insulatlon
of a wlro had catised a leak In tho current
whlch had come Into eonfaot wlth the gas flxture
and flred lhe plplng, fhus sottlng flre to the gas.

BOME DANGEROUS iRC LIGHTS.
" There was another flre In the large retall dry-goods

store ol Wechsler _ Abrahara, No. 432 Fulton-st,,
Brooklyn, where an aro llght was used for lllumlnatlng
a show wlndow. Tho equipment had been ln uso
over a year when a flre was dtscovered ln Iho wood-
work at tho top ot tho wlndow, where tho Insulatlng
material had worn a/ray and the naked wlre had
come la contact wlth some Iron work and catised
fhe flre. Ono nlght, In front of a theatre, I notlced
au aro llght susponded over the ildewalk, whlch. not
belng property Lraced, was ftwlnglng wlth tho force
of ine wlnd llko a blg pendulum. At every swing
In one dlractlon tho lamp came In contaet wltti
another wlre and shot out a brilllant tlasl., whlch. bad
there been any eombustlblo material at hand. would
certalnly havo set flre to Ihe building. lt U only
falr to say howover, that the eleetrlo lightlng cuin-
panies have always shown perfect wllllngness to
co-opereie wlth the flre underwrltera ln perfectlng
ihelr systems of equipment so as to avol.l the
daugers which aro only tho resuit. of caroless or
cheap. and In somo eascs reckless mcthods."

- IM) lire uwlerwrltei -, as a rule think that eleetrlo
llght adds to the rlsk In etfertlng lusurancoF' was
asked.

¦ Not necessarlly. The Board of Flre Underwrlters
passed a rcsolutlon somo yeara ago that any eleetrlo
lightlng equipment which was ln acrordanee wlth
tho standar.l of safety aud rules of tho Iloard was
no lucreasc of ha/.ard ln Insurlng the building. Blaee
that tlmo certaln dlscoverlcs have been made whlch
show that the lioard rules were not so corapleto as
they ought. to be In order to cover Inferlor and de-
fectlve workmanshlp and materlals. and a commlttee
waa appointed hy the Iloard whlch Is now engaged
In perfeetlni; tho rule, and experts are now at
work experlmentlng, with the vtew of Improvlng
tho present systems of Insulatlon."

A 8URVF.YOK POINTS OUT SOMB DASGEKfi.
Ono of fl.e flurveyors for tbe Iloard of Flre Cndcr-

wrlters was asked wlicther tho eleetrlo llght ln build¬
ing-. was, In hls cxpoilence, more dangerous than gas.
Ho sald: "The elcctric llght is yet In Its tnfancy, but
If proper precautlons are taken In laying tho wlres
and*Iho Insulatlon ls rarcfully altended to I think
there is no n.oio risk of flre thau from gas flxtures.
Tho truublo In the laying of electric wlres ls tho ein-

ploymcnt uf cheap and Inexporlenced labor. I havo
kuuwn of bell-hauger. belng etuployed who knew ab-
solutely nothlng about c|.*-trlclty. In surveylng a
btilrdlng lt Is Imposslble to see every thlng done, and
ono of ihe greatest irangcrs arlses from what are called
.'nu. ealed wlres, that la, wlres whlch nin In the walls
aod not on Mie surfaco or under a mouldlng.
"Tho liiMiilattng material Is liablo to get chafed

off and loavo ths wlre cxposed, and If that part of the
wlro touches any mct&l <>r other conduetor a spark
wlll bo emltted fronj whlrh a flre may be startod. Klee-
frlc lightlng li so new a isystom of lllunilnatlon that
tlme enough has not elap.es! to develop Its resource.,
Its d.nger* and the safeguards agalnst Ihcm, but the
present material used for Insulatlon wlll lose Its power
after a lapse of tlmo an.l thus tho danger wlll he In-
cresscd. We.are now engaged in a sorlos of experl-
ineutB with a \lew to flndlng somo Insulatlng material
whloh wlll be. perfect and retalu lt. power. We aro
also endoavoring to flnd somo procoBS of maklng tlcxl-
bio *ilk cord. .nin eombustlbla without the ohem
cniplovol affeciliig the insulatlng material undirneath
tba siik. I regaisi ihe flexlbis eords as a dadferou*
method of couvoylng clectrlclty, as, lf they do tako
flre, they a. no better than a slow raa'ch. In con-

juncilun wlth the expert electrlclans n_w experlment¬
lng, tho Board of I'ikI.-i wrlteis and a rommltte. »f
archlteets wlll revlse the rub-s of tho Board regnratlng
Iho inethods of siipplylng tho eleetrlo llght In bulld
Ings, as fhe old rules, whlch wero framed before so

many Improveuionis w.ro Inventcd, do not raeot tho
lequiromcnls of tbe present day."
BtD.. OF TTIF. BOARD OF UNDF.BWRITEB8.
The rules now enforced by the Board of Under-

wrlter* requlie that no ground clrcuKa bo used. and
that tho wlre. shall not connect wlih any water or

Bas plpes; ibat all wlres must have a coating of
Insulatlng material and another eoaUng of some pis

larial ouMde t.. pteteel the lii.tU-tion from abrasion;
that where el.vtil.lty Is earried lnto a building from
aalalde eoatlwrtora, a "cut out" must bo placed near
Iba a&tnaeo of wlres: tl.at aro llgbt wlre* Bhall l>o
at lea-t oa. tool apart al *t.o eatranee to a building
aud i>tghi laehe* apart 011 the Inslde. Whcrever WtlM
aro carrfad through lhe walls. floor* or pariltlons lu
biilkllngs. tinv musl bo surrtmnded by a sperlnl
insulatlng tul.e uf sub.tautlal maferisL All Jolut* ln
uiies must be made lu BUOh a inanner a.s lo .ecure
a porfeel and duial.!'. r«iit_>l. I oiilluuous wlres
wlthout Ji.lnt.s) to used as far as po.slt.lo. Are llght.
aiul l.e proieeted by gl.ss globe*. eiictos.'d at tho
bottom 'u prevent Ibe falI Ol Ignlted partielee, and
where Inflauituablo luatertals aro present below the
lanips a «lre ne'tlng must b* addcil 10 keep tho p.rls
of tb" plobe In piaro ln <a<o of lt. fracturu durlng use.

F.r iurando*>eiit HkIiIs, wherever a eonn-etfoa ls
ma.i ^ hatweea a largar and a finall-i' conduetor at

Iho .ntranee 10 or within a bnlUllng. s..ii.o approved
aut_____«b*vi.'o imwt l.o InntHluced In tho circult of
fhe .nialler ..otiduitor, when _y It shall be Inteimpted
wh__,v... tbe rnrranl pas^ing through lt ls ln exeess
of lb. -afe, cjiix't'e capaclty. Tho safo carrying
,-apacltv nf a wlre ts that current whlch It wlll con-

vay wlthout becomlng palnfnlly warm when grasjied
ln tho tiuscd hand. Companles furnlshlng electrltltv
from central statlons must enier Into au agroi'nicnt
wttth fhe New-York Hoard of Flre Cnderwrlters. blnd-
Ing them-elv.'s to last khetr llnes for ground connec-
ilons at least. once everv day (and un-Ierably three
tiinivi a dav». and to report Uio resuit of such tBB.
to ili'o Iloar.1 weekly. Means by whlch those in
ehargo of tlie dynamo elef-trlc machlne. will bc warned
of «nv axcesslve tlow of current. or means whereby
the same wlll bo autoniatlcally cliocked, must ln all
caa*. ba provlded.
AN lNSl'RANCE MAN WHO IS NOT AFRAID.
Keveral ohlrers ot tho flre Insurance companles

were seen wlth a vlew to h.ainlng thelr oplnlons on

Iho siihjct of elcctrle lightlng and In nearly all cases

they express.il tlio oplnlon tba. wlth proper care .ud,

as far as mtgUt be, perfect Insulatlon, tlio electric

llght is the l>t-si ¦ethad <>f illumluailoa at tbe

present tlinc. A. Colson, secietiuy of the .Vow-Vork
In.uranco (ompauy, of sTO. 7J Wall st.. sald " Per

sonally, ( have not glvon much attentloii to tho

doUlls of tho electric llght )>l«nt a,s suppllcd to bulld-
Inu- or to Iho iijothods etuployed iu putting II In.
but 'i think Uist when tho new nilos of the lioaul
of I'nderwrttei-s aro lu Wree sikI the experlments now

ln oroirress are conipleid. safery frem flre wlll be
inu, h liicreaseil. Tlie ciistoiu Is for the electric llght
Ine companles to advl-e tl.nlerwriters when Wa.
i,i.ml to plsce eloetrie equipment ln a building.
The imderwrlters thon send a surveyor, who laapaon
the Dla.it and If sattsfactoiy, he grants a rertlHcat,. to
tl.at etfect, whlrh ls forwanled to tho Insurance com¬

pany whlch cffrcfs the Insurance.
"So von wlll resdllv see ihai the Insurance ofneers

Indlvklually place entlre ronlldenee ln the report of
tho Hositl . surveyor and tho varlons compatnes do
not koop expert elrclrl.raii's lo make Insp-cflons of
tha equipment for Ihet-tsBlrafl. 01 courso ll.ero aie

dan-ers at.aehed to tl.ls systefB of llluinlnatloii. A*-

a i-lile however. l i!i»1? that Ihere ls no greatcr
danarr' of flre f.om eleet.l.' wlres than from gas
and no, so tniti-'i as from the old koroscno lamp,
whicl. "*s a proiactlva w»r.ree of 'Ir-vi. t)f eoanss
tho insulatlon of a wlre may get wqfii off lti many
wavs aml leavo the wlre exposed: then thero ls
,lari_.-r ol flre. B»t I do not think that thero is
ativ extra rla_ attache.1 to Insurlng property where
wlres'aro stiutig. rsrfi. conipoili'on ln iho Insuranco
buslness ls so great that m> company wlll refuse
busineBB on allght defeefs, as komo ono elso ls always
ready lo tako the risk."

IV F.VVOR OF FXECTPIO LI0HT8.

An offlcer of the Natfonal Insurance Company, of

JTo. 35 Plne-st.. sald": ¦ Eleetrlo lluhtlng svstems so

far are ln thelr infancy aud new discoverlea are n.i.l>

every day toward pcrfoctmg thelr equipment. If I

bad tlme I could Jlnd Interosting records ol flres catised

by electrtclty, aud my company has bad several los.es

from thts souirc In Hosioo. I think eleetrlo llght
wires are a great sonrce of danger st such tlme* aa tbo
bU-B-rd of last March, and 1 do not belleyo that
rveiinsurance men fully .ppreclate, lhe extont of tho

rtVks they ran at that tlme. I beheve thakvaee lii-
"_»o., is Bore porfoot the elect.rto llgbt #111 bo the

best fllumlnatlon wo can got, but I am not exp.,rt
euTiuan to offer «n oplnlon on tho details af equip.
mer.t.'t. we leave all that to the surveyor for tho

^anageXTrTir.ian, ot the Northern A,B.,r.nce
fV,mnaliV No U5 Itne-sf., Sald: "1 helleve llu

Wtrlc llght fo be bf far the best and aafesf means

,f I InniJnatlon It.venled up to tbe amaat day. O!
eourio lt a* a recenf Invei.tlou at.d hiiprovemeitrs are

msdT.ll Iho tlme to l*rt>*> ts s.fety. Tbere ls
H.M«ar whero lhe Insulatlon of w're |_ worn awsv.Wt C rent rs.abitshrd by I- contact wWh other
r^n.luctor*. but csses have been known whero rars

have ealK holes lu c»t plp« »<¦<» «'"««» conllagra-
Wons ?o I don't tbinS there la any greator daaaer ln
UBlng .-etrlc llghU than there la ln gas Untll the

experlmajU by th...uaUoij_ljara' mrkI. aoatja

profresa are ooruplete, I do not eare to offer anj*.
oplnion on detalls. I aa» not an expert, and belleve
electrtrity ln its present state aa aa Uluminator fts.
practlo.lly an unknown quanttty. My company, U_»
othen, cannot afford to refuae risks cn aocoont ol
eleefiic wiros. hecause our eompetltors would be only
too glad to take rhe buslness. Tho new rulea of tha
Boam of I'nderwrirers, when eompleted, wlll douht-

if strlotly compllod wlth, reduce tha ristat
mateiially."

Munagor Edward F. Beridall, of tha Royal In-«
surance t or.ipany, No. 50 Wall-5i., said: " My corapanj*
relles on tbe eertlflcate of fhe surveyor for the ttnder-
wrlters in cases where olectnc llghtlng Is corwerned,
and wo iuld to the poliev granted the followlng clause:
" I'rlvllegcd fo use electrlo llghts In the above men-
tloned promlsee when the enflre equlpment Is m
full compllance with tho standard of the New-York
Board of Flre L'nderwrlters, adopted January 12, 118-,
and u cerUfleato Is obtalned from sald board co thaa
effect. It belng undcrstood that no a'.teratlon shall
bo mado In tho equlpment after eertlflcate ls Iseuetl
without written consent. from sald Board.'

" lt would be impoeslhlo for Ihe lusuranee com.
panlcs to keep their own experts to make thesa
survoya of wlres, as almost every new bullding baa
electrlo wlres for some purpose and It would take
an army of men to lnsp«?ct all of them. The origla
of a firo Is In most cases a surmlse and unless there
Is somo vlsible proof of oll or Inflammable mtteiial
being about tho premlses, 1/ there aro toose wlres
hanglng around the bullding, many fires are attrlbute.1
to electrlclty, as I sald, on surmtse. I thlnk tbat
when the electrlc plant ls better developed »he rlsB
of flre wlll be rednced to a mlnlmum. Like othen
insurar.ee men I am too busy to study thls subject
In Its mlnute detalls. but whaiever Its dangers may be,
and thero aro undoubtcdly many. I thlnk wlth proper
caro and prccautlon the electrlo llght ls as safe aa
gas."* Do you Inslst on the compllanico wlth the termS
of your electrlc llght prlvilegcs ?" was asked.

" Fee, generally, but rather than lose buslness wa
sometlmes strike out the words 'when the entlre
equlpment Is In full compllance wlth tho standard of
tho New Vork lioard of Flre Cndorwrlters and a
eertifleate Is obtalned from sald board to that effect
We cannot bo any more strlct than our competltora
or wo eould not succeed ln buslness."

PF.RFKOT IN8ULATION IMPOSBIBLE.
Vlce-Presldent J. II. Washbnrn, ot the Horae Int_*_

anee Company, sald: " The prlnclpal danger arisea
from defectlve Insulatlon. and my lmpresslon 1b thak
most of the flres attrlbuted to electrlclty are attrib-
utable to that. Perfect Insulatlon Is as lmposslble aa
porpetual mo'lon, and the only remedy is more fre-
quent Inspectlon by the electrlo llghtlng companles otjthe work done and eloeer Inspectlon by the lnsuranra1
companles. For lnsurfng safety all wlres should )«..
aceesslblo at all polnts, and conccaled wlres should,1
never be used, as It is lmposslble to Inspect them-
Aro llghts are dangcrous, owlng to dropplng sparks,
and should be covered ln both at. the top and tha
bottom. Kleetrlc llgh', properly put, Into a bulldlngj
and carefully Insulatod, Is probably the safett, llght lu
use. but unless those condltiomi are eomplled wlth l«
Is more dangcrous than ga*. The Board of Under-
wrlters now grants no certlfleafes of safety, except
whero Its surveyor has examlned the wlres and they
are found to be aeeetslble at all polnts, but where
the llght Is used outslda the Jurlsdlctlon of the Hoard
the Insuraneo companles havo to iake the word of tba
people who puf In the wlres.

" Manv pollclts were Issued ty companles where
no eertlflcate of safety had been granted, bnt that
wa* before the dangert of tho llght were so well
ltnown. Our losses by Uros from electrlo llght have
not been sufflclent to cause any conslderablo alarm,
but In saylng so I would add that electrlc llght plants
at tho varinus companles' statlons have proved moKti
dlsastrous to tho Insursnee companles. No expen*e
should be fpared in ptittlng ln electrlc wlres. but rv

spotislble wlrlng companles only should be empioyed.
It ls ono of those etses where par*fm« ny ls not eeonomv
to any of thoso Interesfed. I <lo not thlnk comblna-
tlon llghtlng by both ga* and electrlclty ls extra haz-
ardous if proper attention Is pald to Insulatlon."

Mr. Washburn showed fhe reporter a place In tbe
Iron roof of the company's vaults where the wlret
wero strong and Inclosed In a wooden mouldjng. which
was eharrct awav. and sald that they eould not ac¬
count for the circumstance. as every preeantlon hna
1 een taken to make the insulatlon as perfect as pos-
f-lblo.
WHAT THE PRFSIDENT OF THE EDISO!!

COMTANY SAYS.
Edward H. Johnson, presldent of the Edlson Electrlo

I.lglit Company, No. 1« Broad-st.. whoso experlcnco
iMon.ls over a wlde field, when asked for his vlews by
tlie reporter. said: "The danger of flre from electrlo
llghtlng ls, of course, mateiially less than from gaa
or anv other meihod of artlticlal llltimlnatlon. -lut
t»io danger, n.vertheless e_lsts, and lt should »a
alwavs ltiteUlgcntly guarded agalnst by tho electrlo
llghtiug companles, fhe wlrlng eontractors, and tho

__.!_, Tho functlon of the electrle llghtlng company,
In thls rcspect, I* to estahllsh rules and regulatlrma
for tlm gnidance of the wlrlng eontractors, and to edu-
cate tho publle -encrally as to the proper means to

emplov In deallng wlth thls modern method of
Illumlnatlng: that of the wiring contracters lt <.

nbservo such mlos and regulatlons, tn empley tn

:helr work only the best materlal and the most)
intelllgent labor, The duty of the consumer ls to
assure himself, flrst. tbat he Is deallng with a repn abl*
elerfrie llght, company; seeond, that the wlrlng
eontractors whom ho selecfs are responsfble and
properly autliorlxed by the company whoee Ugnt is

Io U used; and, thlrd, that tho work of fnsfaliing
_l_ wlree and fixtures ls done ln accordance wlth the
rstabllshed rules and regulatlons, of which be can

iret surtlctent evldence, through tbo inspcolon <>I Jho
properly accredlted offleers ot tho Boanl JIW
rn.icr-'rUers. tilven a careful observanes of thesn
few ;k-d slmple precautlons. and the danger of fiivi
from ihe liicandescent electrlc llght, ascompared wlth
tho danger from any other aitlflclal lilumlnant, is aa

ono to 100.
A WARSING ABOUT INFLAMMAB-E MATERIA-S.

"Tho only flres eaused by the clgctrlc ourre_t sup-

plled by a repuiable electrlo llght company which

havo come wlthin my personSl kiiowledge havo been

eaused by a laek of obscrvance of some one or mere ot
these orecautlons. There Is one other polnt to which

thlnk lt well to call attention, partleularly ln vlew
of the general lntrodtictlon of the lncandescent llght
Into the prlvate homes of tho city now In progress'no almost total absonce of heat ln the lncandescent
iVtnp has led to an erroneous assumptlon that none

rxlstt Thls inlstaken Idea. aecompanled by the fact
,hn ths Ineandeaeent lamp lends >!*;" <*_:!. o
lo oiMamental treatmetit, not Infrequently learts to

ho envoloplng ot the lamp la inflammable materals.
__u su. ,lbeguarded againsr, for. although It ts true

tl at a delcste laco handkerehfef' may be thrown
raletaitlTmt tbo lamp at. tlmea wlthout Injury
-,t is equally trno that to envelop such a lamp wim

neh material would cause _rsduailv the .««nj_;»«'°»
uf an amount .if heat t-Bclenf. to Ignlte the mar-rla .

*rhls Is no condemnatlon ot tho lucandetcent lamp,
for were lt po«siblo to envelop the suns iaya ln a

\Om manner the same result would olow. The
wiitc'iwords of those who are concerned In the matter
,7-sateguBnllng' agalnst flre ^f^i"-*^
hhotild be: 'Intelllgence, responslblllty a__ tlt.t-
rlass materlal.'"
OI'INIONS FROM THE FIRE DEP.VRTSIENT.

I. Elllot Smllh. superlntendent of the flre alarm

telegraph, was of tho oplnion. h-wever. thal there
was n more danger In llghtlng a house by eleetriclty
than by gas, when due care was taken wlth the work.'
Tho eaae-ttal polnt ln connoetlon wlth thls." he,

said. '. Is perfect Insulatlon of the leadlng wlres and
freedom from eontact wlth metalllo substancea. such
a< gas-plpes, waterplpos, and tna like. togethsr wlta
absiiliito pi-otectloiI lrom moltture. All of tha^o pro-

\i-iuns sre covered by the one expresslon- proper

insulatlon. There aro varlous hlnds of Insulatlon
whlcb flll theso re^ulrementB."

The otHcers of tho Ilro Department hold slmllar
vlews regardlng the electrle llght. "Slnce I hava
been ln offlce." sald the Flre Marshal. " there has been
no case of flre whoso orlgln eould be traced to thn
electrlc llght. If. as you say. there were rwenty-two
tlrei eaused by electrlclty ln the year 1887. lt woukt
Roem to me to be a large perecntage. bur we have no
rerord of the number of houses so llghted. Of coursa
danger to a certaln extent Is ever preaent. The
blowlng of tho wlnd oven wlll wear upon the wlres
;.i;.i flnally destr.y the insulatlon. There ls r.othlng
wbleb ls absolute proof agalnst the ravagee of tima
or the effect of the atmotphere. and whon the lntult-
tlon ls Injured flre can of course result. If the wlrea
come In eontact wlth combustlbln material.* Fir^
t'ommlssloner Fitx John Porior and the s«cretarr,
carl Jusson. belloved tho danger remote when tha
work was properly dono and the Insulatlon ao»>
compllthod tccordlng to tho Improvod mcthods.

FH-T ?<CHAMPAO.VEFHAPPR,' UFASm,
From The St. Louis Republlcan.

There ls a young fellow ln one of the Deparrmenfa
In Washington who has beeOBM so mueh oi a low-tarttt
man that h> feels bound to occaslonally Indulge In a
champagno frappe In oider to Insplre him when be ex-

plalaa the merits of the system. He has been trylng
io lonvert to hU way ot thlnking a man almost old
enough to be hts father. For more than a year he has
been argulrig wlth the old fellow, but the Utt*f.
baaa'l C-aBfad hts vlews Just yet. The young man
sald to him one night not long ago: "I ean't uiider-
stand how you can uphoM tha robber system. You
ilon'i \v_Tit to bo enlightened. What do you drlnk,
aoywH r"

" I thlnk," ho sald, " nothing but plain whlskey and
beer."

.. Ha wondcr ycu can't see these things. Tha next
tlme you' get pald off come go wlth me and wa wlll
have chamagne frappe tlll you can't resf."

The old man thlulu himself someihlng of a Freneh
seholai, but ho wa- unable to tell what frappe m-anf.
Flnalb, l.e got hold of a Freneh dJerlonary, and trw*.
next tlme bc met hlt low tarlfT friend he said: "Look
here, I Und by ronsultlng the illctlonarv the verb
trapper, which means to 'knoek ouf.' Ii that tha
Ulnd of champagne you have been teBlng me abovtt"
"That must bo It. .;.. klnd 1 got 'knucks oul' _a>

yond a doubt."

A BO.SB BT ANOTBF.Tt NAVE.
From Tbe (levoland Leader.
A pretty gmsl tiory was heard yesterday eemcern-

Ing a well-known ttnek-broker, wbose autogra;li ia
f'.uilllar on tcvgral of tl.e hotel regl-tcis. The gentki-
iii.iii ln questlon iloes buslness In the elly. and K tho
ov ner ot a iH'autlful Iiomo iu a >.ubtir.Mi>. town. When

-ed ihls magnlllcent house, |t set all the vlllaga
ne'ghbots} «0 gotslping. It was wondored whst fcnifasas
Iho owner was ongtged in. i.i facr. thern were manv
aiixl.ins Inqulries on thls score. One evonlng ono of
the lntere'-ted ladles asked her husband:

''What biislneta I" Mr.- engaged InT"
" Why. ho keept a bucket ahop iu rhe city," wat tha

reply.
.. Oh, yes."
A few evenlngs later a tea party waa held at a

certaln house, and She ladles. nf course. began to dN-
oosa the atfalrs of their r.vlghbors. _uddanly one of
them tald

" i would like to kr.ow what Mr.- w_a bullt
tbat new hou»c, doea for a livlng!''

Thls was a ciiance fot the wlte lady, aud ah> ro-
plled: "Oh, I know: he haa a pail faotory ln Cleva-
fand, and does a blg buslnesk."

Thls wu Bat-factory, and the stoqr hu bceot-ouut
tsa souads avsg alnKja. _^*- *",r' . v. _>


